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From the Last TimeñThree Clubs Quiz                         Ed M0HDK 

CRA NEWS 
THE MONTHLY NEWSLETTER FOR COLCHESTER RADIO AMATEURS 

Next Meetings 

   

Thursday 16th June 
Portable Antenna  

Experiments  
& Summer Buffet 
Thursday 21st July 

Club Equipment Night 
Thursday 18th August  

Tips on Portable Operating 
A Talk by Kevan 2E0WMG 

 

 

Thursday 19th May @ St Helena School 7.30pm. 
80m Club Championship - A Practical Introduction  

By Jonathan G0DVJ & Eugene G4FTP 

2011 Special Events 
 

 

Sunday 7th August 
Five Parishes Show 

 
Sat & Sun 20/21 August 
 Lighthouse Weekend 

 
Sat & Sun 15/16October 

Jamboree On The Air 

 

Chairman &  
Acting Training Co-ordinator  

Ed M0HDK 
ederbes@globalnet.co.uk 

01473  682280 

Secretary &  
Newsletter Editor  

Kevan 2E0WMG 
kevan2e0wmg@live.co.uk 

07766543784 

Treasurer 
Matt 2E0XIS 

mattm02@yahoo.com 
0790024116 

 

Club Contacts 

On 21 April 2011 our monthly meeting hosted the annual Three 
Clubs Quiz which this year was organised by the holders Clac-
ton.  Each team consisted of three players and there was a draw 
beforehand to determine the order and therefore the questions 
the individual teams would have to face. Two points were given 
for a correct answer and one for a near miss. 

Clacton started the better 
and by about half way had 
established a slight lead. 
But Harwich came storm-
ing back in the second half 
and may have taken the 
lead with a few questions 
left, but at the end Clac-

ton had retained the cup by a single point. 

With so narrow a win there was a bit of controversy regarding 
the answer given by Harwich to one of their questions: Sand-
wich, Hythe, Romney and Hastings are four of the Cinque Ports; 
what is the name of the fifth? The answer given was Rye which 
was deemed to be wrong; the correct answer being Dover. I must 
admit that I thought Rye was a Cinque Port, but it turns out that 
it and Winchelsea are Antient (sic) Towns associated with the 

original five ports and not 
therefore Cinque Ports. 

The Clacton team were Tom 

G0SBW, Graham G0UHU, 

and team captain John 

G3JNI, they are shown be-

ing congratulated by CRA 

Chairman Ed M0HDK.   
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Colchester Radio Amateurs are inviting candidates to join a 
Foundation Licence Course. The course and exam will take place 
in the Drama Studio at St Helena School Sheepen Road Colches-
ter CO3 3LE. Sessions will begin at 7pm sharp and finish at 
9.30pm.  

The first session will take place on Tuesday 21st  June and cover 
the practical activities of Morse appreciation, and Antenna Tun-
ing.  

A further practical session will take place on Tuesday 28th June, 
this session will be for the on air contacts, both VHF and HF, as well as the remaining ac-
tivities that need to be carried out. The examination will take place at 7.30pm on Tuesday 
5th July.  

We are limited to eight candidates maximum, places will be allocated and confirmed on a 
first come first served basis. Confirmation of a place can only be given once the payment 
for the course is received. The cost of the course is £60, this includes the examination fee 
of £27.50, as well as the latest copy of the RSGB Foundation Now Training Manual which 
is required reading. If candidates already have the foundation now book £5 can be de-
ducted from the course fees. For details of where to send payments or for any other en-
quires please contact the secretary Kevan 2E0WMG, contact details are listed on the 
front page of this newsletter.  

It needs to be stressed that this course relies on candidates committing to undertake a 
large degree of self study before the first session as tutorial time is very limited, candidate 
numbers are also limited for this reason, however help is on hand for candidates via either 
email or telephone if needed. In addition to the foundation now book the following docu-
ments, available on line are also required reading. 

The first document is the foundation licence syllabus and can be found at the web address 
below. The syllabus lists all the practical activities that will be completed before the exam. 
Candidates may find it helpful to note in the margins in pencil when they are confident 
that they fully understand the relevant sections. http://www.commsfoundation.org/
rce/pdf/foundationsyllabus_july_2011.pdf  

Candidates will also need to read a sample copy of the Amateur Radio Licence which can 
be found at http://licensing.ofcom.org.uk/binaries/spectrum/amateur-radio/guidance-
for-licensees/samplelicence07.pdf  A sample examination paper can be found on the 
RSGB website at the following address http://www.rsgb.org/tutors/foundation/pdf/
foundation-sample-paper-2.pdf 

Further guidance will also be given to candidates after enrolment, email is preferred.    

 Dates Announced For CRA Foundation Licence Course 
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Congratulations to Ian Cooper who recently 
passed his Foundation Licence Exam with 
CRA. Due to work commitments Ian was 
unable to sit the exam at the same time as 
other candidates, so arrangements were 
made for Ian to sit the exam on his own at a 
later date. Ian is shown being congratulated 
by Chairman Ed M0HDK after receiving his 
pass. We look forward to hearing Ian on air.. 

PLT - A Threat To National Security?                                Trevor M5AKA 

The Telegraph newspaper reports that the interference from Power Line networking (PLT) devices 
could threaten national security as well aircraft navigation, landing and communication systems.  
  
The Telegraph article says "Technology meant to spread broadband access is likely to endanger British 
lives and national security, according to a document that emerged from GCHQ, the signals intelli-
gence agency." 
  
Read the full Telegraph newspaper article at  
http://tinyurl.com/PLT-GCHQ  
  
Also see The Register article on the subject by Bill Ray. 
'GCHQ man: Powerline networks do interfere with radio' 
http://tinyurl.com/RegisterGCHQ  
  
UKQRM is a group fighting this interference. 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/UKQRM/  

I am taking part in the British Inland Waterways On The Air weekend, which is to adver-
tise all our inland waterways as leisure places. There is a notice about this in the April 
Radcom on page 11. The event is on the last weekend in July. At present over 40 ama-
teurs have notified they will be taking part, using all sorts of craft and all sorts of water-
ways.  

I shall be using SSB on 80m, and possibly 160m and others, on my canal boat, at the top 
end of Foxton Flight in Leicestershire. This is about 100 feet above Leicestershire to the 
north, and should give me a good take-off, which I will need, as I shall be QRP with less 
than 10W on an Icom 703. Callsigns - G3PEN/M and G6TAF/M - my wife Pat. For fur-
ther information visit www.biwota.org  

British Inland Waterways On The Air weekend                                Dave G3PEN 

Congratulations Ian.. 

http://tinyurl.com/PLT-GCHQ
http://tinyurl.com/RegisterGCHQ
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/UKQRM/
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Ships AIS & get afloat without your own boat...         Kevan 2E0WMG 

Ships AIS (Automatic Identification System) is an automated vessel tracking system used for identify-
ing and locating vessels at sea, it is also used by Vessel Traffic Services (VTS) in international ports. AIS 
information is intended to supplement  marine radar and other methods used for collision avoidance. 
The Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) regulations requires AIS to be to fitted to ships over 300 gross ton-
nes, ships voyaging internationally and all passenger ships regardless of their size. AIS equipped vessels 
can at a glance see the bearing and distance of nearby vessels displayed on a screen similar to those 
used for radar. The system also displays AIS equipped vessels unique nine figure MMSI (Maritime Mo-
bile Service Identity) number, as well as the position, speed and destination.  

You need not be the master of your own ship to get in on the action. Ships AIS information is transmit-
ted using short data bursts on two marine VHF channels. Free software is readily available to be 
downloaded from the internet meaning that for radio amateurs with a VHF receiver and a PC this 
should not present too much of a challenge. One source of the software is from www.coaa.co.uk/
shipplotter.htm An easer way however, and one that gives global coverage of ship movements comes 
again courtesy of the internet. There are several websites offering AIS information which is streamed 
onto the internet, one site is at www.shipfinder.co although I access the information via an iPhone ap-
plication (app). Ships are colour coded so you can see straight away the type of vessel, for example 
black icons are tankers, and blue icons are passenger vessels.  

The iPhone app allows all 
this information to be car-
ried around with you in the 
palm of your hand, as long as 
you can get a 3G or Wi-Fi 
connection. 

 A free version is available 
but after I tried this out I de-
cided to go for the paid ver-
sion (£2.99) as this also dis-
played photographs of many 
of the ships as well as the AIS 
information. Not all ships 
have photographs however as 

this is dependant upon the app and website users to upload them. Photos missing from the site include 
vessels I occasionally see (and hear via VHF) around the Essex coast so I thought if I could take a pho-
tograph or two these could later be uploaded for all to see.  

One weekend recently, along with my YL Claire and Nellie (our dog) we took the foot ferry from East 
Mersea Stone over to Point Clear, as we came to land on the beach I spotted Offshore Progress. This is 
a fast safety and support vessel for the Gunfleet Sands wind farm about four miles off the coast of 
Clacton. Earlier that day I had noted there was no photo shown for this boat so I had an ideal opportu-
nity to take a snap to upload later. One other great feature of the iPhone app is that is shows plot lines 
so that you can see the recent movements of vessels. Both the website, and the iPhone app allow you 
to toggle the display between a map and a Google earth overlay, the Google earth overlay is interesting 
in particular for looking at vessels in ports as you can also reveal clues as to the cargo it may carry.  
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As time goes on I hope to upload more photos to the website and make them available for other Ship-
finder users, my, photo of Offshore Progress now appears at the tap of a finger for the (paid for) 
iPhone app users. As I type this article it is returning to Brightlingsea Harbour on a heading of 281 de-
grees at 18.4 knots. Marine VHF channel 68 (156.425MHz FM) is used by the Harbourmaster in 
Brightlingsea, during the summer months this is a very popular harbour so there is always plenty of 
radio traffic.  

Most of the boats around the coast near my QTH are not required to be fitted with AIS, but I have 
noted a few local commercial craft not having a photograph available, so as and when I spot them I will 
endeavour to upload photos I take. There is also an aviation equivalent of Shipfinder available as an 

iPhone app. Called Planefinder I have 
downloaded the free app, the paid version  
again provides more information and photo-
graphs. 

I mentioned the Brightlingsea Foot Ferry to 
give this fantastic service a bit of a plug as I 
think it deserves the support of the commu-
nity to help keep it running. The ferry is oper-
ated by Brightlingsea Harbour Commissioners 
and during the summer months links Bright-
lingsea with Point Clear as well as East Mersea 
Stone, the best place to access the ferry here is 
by parking at Cudmore Grove where you can 
get a Ferry Timetable leaflet from the visitor 

centre, or for more information visit www.brightlingseaharbour.org/ferry.html The ferry can often be 
heard on VHF channel 68 having the call sign Community Reach. 

The beach at Mersea Stone is a great location for portable operating, and if coming from either Bright-
lingsea or Point Clear you do not need to carry equipment too far. The Military Museum in the Mar-
tello Tower at point clear is well worth a visit as it contains many exhibits of local interest, the tower is 
also home to the Martello Group as featured in CRA News previously. They are keen bunch of radio 
amateurs, amongst other radio activities they take part in VHF/UHF contests from their rather snug 
but interesting shack using the call sign G0PKT.  

It would be rude not to also mention another local ferry service across the Colne, this time linking 
Wivenhoe, Rowhedge and Fingringhoe. Crewed by volunteers this service runs on weekends and bank 
holidays and is a great way to get enjoy a pint or two on opposite sides of the river on a sunny after-
noon. Operating times for the ferry are dependant on a high tide. A small timetable book costing 
£1.20 is normally available from the Anchor pub in Rowhedge or the Rose & Crown in Wivenhoe, the 
book also contains interesting short articles (often maritime related) as well as information about the 
communities it serves on the river.  

Previously CRA News has featured a list of local marine VHF frequencies, including local marina and 
harbour working channels and frequencies. As the readership of the newsletter has grown a bit since 
then I will include this in next months newsletter. In the meantime if any reader would like this info 
before then please drop me an email (details front page.) Many modern mobile Rigs have marine VHF 
band on receive, mobile antennas designed for the 2m amateur õworkõ pretty well  for casual listening 
from the car, whilst many VHF handhelds also have marine bands on receive. 
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Colchester Contest Group 
was QRV over the weekend 
of 7/8th May for the RSGB 
432MHz to 248GHz con-
test from Walton. The call 
used was M1CRO/P; most 
appropriate. Equipment 
was put together for all the 
bands from 432MHz to 
24GHz which is the most 
comprehensive set of gear 
we have managed in recent 
years. Furthermore, al-
though there were some 

minor operational issues, everything worked and qsoõs were made on all bands. A number 
of scores have already been claimed on the Contest Committee web site. Even though we 
are not in the top position on every band, we are hopeful that our overall position will be 
a winner because we had so many bands running. Highlights included. Getting QRV on 
9cm again after a break of several years. Working into OK on 70 and 23cms under propa-
gation conditions which were best described as lacklustre. Working PA6NL on 24GHz, 
which is our first Dutch station on this band. First outing for G4ZTRõs òAlimastó, which 
successfully supported the aerial and masthead transverter systems for 6 and 3cms plus 
24GHz. Joe, G0JJG joined the group for the first time, and says heõll come again. Stout 
fellow! 

Our next outing at the Naze will be for the May 144MHz contest taking place on the 
weekend of 21/22 May. It's 
likely that set-up will begin 
on Friday afternoon, and 
two aerial arrays will be 
erected. This contest em-
ploys a post-code multiplier 
and requires a careful com-
bination of DX contacts 
from the continent plus 
more emphasis than usual to 
work G stations. Last year 
we were placed 2nd in the 
results table. We managed to 
winkle out103 post-codes.  

CQ 10GHz !                                                                                                 John G4ZTR 


