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Thursday 19th May @ St Helena School 7.30pm.
80m Club Championship A Practical Introduction

By Jonathan GODVJ & Eugene G4FTP

From the Last Tim& Three Clubs Quiz

Ed MOH

Clubs Quiz which this year was organised by the ha
ton. Each team consisted of three players and there
beforehand to determine the order and therefore the
the individual teams would have to face. Two points \
for a correct answer and one for a near miss.

4% | and by about half way

But Harwich came stc
ing back in the secong
and may have taken
lead with a few quest
left, but at the end C
ton had retained the cup by a single point.

With so narrow a win there was a bit of controversy
the answer given by Harwich to one of their questig
wich, Hythe, Romney and Hastings are four of the Cir
what is the name of the fifth? The answer given was
was deemed to be wrong; the correct answer being Ds
admit that | thought Rye was a Cinque Port, but it turr
it and Winchelsea are Antient (sic) Towns associate

original five ports and

therefore Cinque Ports.

The Clacton team were
GOSBW, Graham GOU
and team captain
G3JNI, they are shown

Chairman Ed MOHDK.
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Dates Announced For CRA Foundation Licence Course

Colchester Radio Amateurs are inviting candidateg to j
Foundation Licence Course. The course and exam will take
in the Drama Studio at St Helena School Sheepen Road C
ter CO3 3LE. Sessions will begin at 7pm sharp and fini
- 19.30pm.

Al A further practical session will take place on Tuesday 28th
this session will be for the on air contacts, both VHF and HF, as well as the rer
tivities that need to be carried out. The examination will take place at 7.30pm o
5th July.

We are limited to eight candidates maximum, places will be allocated and|confi
first come first served basis. Confirmation of a place can only be given once tt
for the course is received. The cost of the course is £60, this includes the|exan
of £27.50, as well as the latest copy of the RSGB Foundation Now Training Mal
IS required reading. If candidates already have the foundation now book £5 ¢
ducted from the course fees. For details of where to send payments or for any
quires please contact the secretary Kevan 2EOWMG, contact details are list
front page of this newsletter.

It needs to be stressed that this course relies on candidates committing to u
large degree of self study before the first session as tutorial time is very limited
numbers are also limited for this reason, however help is on hand for candidate
email or telephone if needed. In addition to the foundation now book the followi
ments, available on line are also required reading.

The first document is the foundation licence syllabus and can be found at|the v
below. The syllabus lists all the practical activities that will be completed before
Candidates may find it helpful to note in the margins in pencil when they are
that they fully understand the relevant séatofsww.commsfoundation.ofg/
rce/pdf/foundationsyllabus_july 2011.pdf

Candidates will also need to read a sample copy of the Amateur Radio Licence
be found dittp://licensing.ofcom.org.uk/binaries/spectrum/amatgia'guidanee

for-licensees/samplelicence074hdample examination paper can be found on
RSGB website at the following addpessvww.rsgb.org/tutors/foundation/pdf/
foundatiosampl@apeR2.pdf

Further guidance will also be given to candidates after enrolment, email ig prefe
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PLT- AThreat To National Security? Trevor MSAKA

The Telegraph newspaper reports that the interference from Power Line networking (

PLT)

could threaten national security as well aircraft navigation, landing and communication sys

The Telegraph article says "Technology meant to spread broadband access is likely to end

lives and national security, according to a document that emerged from GCHQ), the S
gence agency."

Read the full Telegraph newspaper article at
http://tinyurl.com/PLTGCHQ

Also see The Register article on the subject by Bill Ray.
'‘GCHQ man: Powerline networks do interfere with radio’
http://tinyurl.com/RegisterGCHQ

UKQRM is a group fighting this interference.
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/UKQRM/

British Inland Waterways On The Air weekend Dave G3PEN

| am taking part in the British Inland Waterways On The Air weekend, whi
tise all our inland waterways as leisure places. There is a notice about
Radcom on page 11. The event is on the last weekend in July. At prese
teurs have notified they will be taking part, using all sorts of craft and all
ways.

| shall be using SSB on 80m, and possibly 160m and others, on my cang
end of Foxton Flight in Leicestershire. This is about 100 feet above Leics
north, and should give me a goeafftakbich | will need, as | shall be QRP
than 10W on an Icom 703. CalHsBBRREN/M and G6TAFAYNy wife Pat. For f
ther information visit www.biwota.org
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Congratulations lan..

Congratulations to lan Cooper who r
passed his Foundation Licence EX;
CRA. Due to work commitments la
unable to sit the exam at the same
other candidates, so arrangement
made for lan to sit the exam on his ¢
later date. lan is shown being congr
by Chairman Ed MOHDK after receiv
pass. We look forward to hearing lan
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Ships AIS & get afloat without your own boat... Kevan 2EOW+/IG

Ships AIS (Automatic Identification System) is an automated vessel tracking system usec
ing and locating vessels at sea, it is also used by Vessel Traffic Services (VTS) in internati
information is intended to supplement marine radar and other methods used for callision
The Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) regulations requires AlS to be to fitted to ships gver 3(

ip Map - Ve;sf\ Traffic and Position Tracking - Wmdiwslnt%nft Exp\or&; S - . . =& —*f- Th e i P h O n e ap p aI I OW al I
T[4 ] x [0 coogte s

Google E #f Search - [~ o~ & | @ Share~ | Ap Check ~ &) Translate ~ & AutoFill ~ 4 Signln -

i i-o- =m0 ried @around with you in|the
i Falstead / s . [ Fiter | Search | Links | Help | About |
~ = @ palm of your hand, as lo |

ay |YOU can get a 3G orRli

4 connection.

_| A free version is available
- | but after | tried this out I|de-
~%|cided to go for the paid |ver-
.7 |sion (£2.99) as this als¢ dis-
= ¢ ¢|played photographs of many
2 | of the ships as well as the AIS
- information. Not all ships
have photographs howeyer as
this is dependant upon the app and website users to upload them. Photos missing ffrom th
vessels | occasionally see (and hear via VHF) around the Essex coast so | thought |if | col
tograph or two these could later be uploaded for all to see.

One weekend recently, along with my YL Claire and Nellie (our dog) we took the foot ferry
Mersea Stone over to Point Clear, as we came to land on the beach | spotted Offshqgre Prc
a fast safety and support vessel for the Gunfleet Sands wind farm about four miles off
Clacton. Earlier that day | had noted there was no photo shown for this boat so | had an id
nity to take a snap to upload later. One other great feature of the iPhone app is that fis sho
so that you can see the recent movements of vessels. Both the website, and the iPhone
to toggle the display between a map and a Google earth overlay, the Google earth oyerlay
in particular for looking at vessels in ports as you can also reveal clues as to the cargo it n
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As time goes on | hope to upload more photos to the website and make them availg
finder users, my, photo of Offshore Progress now appears at the tap of a finger f
iIPhone app users. As | type this article it is returning to Brightlingsea Harbour on a |
grees at 18.4 knots. Marine VHF channel 68 (156.425MHz FM) is used by the H
Brightlingsea, during the summer months this is a very popular harbour so there is
radio traffic.

Most of the boats around the coast near my QTH are not required to be fitted with
noted a few local commercial craft not having a photograph available, so as and whe
endeavour to upload photos | take. There is also an aviation equivalent of Shipfin
iPhone app. Called Planefinder |

downloaded the free app, the paid
again provides more information and
graphs.

| mentioned the Brightlingsea Foot F
give this fantastic service a bit of a
_|think it deserves the support of the ¢
&3 nity to help keep it running. The ferry is
ated by Brightlingsea Harbour Commij
and during the summer months links
lingsea with Point Clear as well as Eas
Stone, the best place to access the fer|
by parking at Cudmore Grove where \
: s get a Ferry Timetable leaflet from the
centre, or for more information visit www.brightlingseaharbour.org/ferry.html The ferr
heard on VHF channel 68 having the call sign Community Reach.

The beach at Mersea Stone is a great location for portable operating, and if coming
lingsea or Point Clear you do not need to carry equipment too far. The Military Mus
tello Tower at point clear is well worth a visit as it contains many exhibits of local inte
also home to the Martello Group as featured in CRA News previously. They are ket
amateurs, amongst other radio activities they take part in VHF/UHF contests from |
but interesting shack using the call sign GOPKT.

It would be rude not to also mention another local ferry service across the Colne,
Wivenhoe, Rowhedge and Fingringhoe. Crewed by volunteers this service runs on W
holidays and is a great way to get enjoy a pint or two on opposite sides of the river
noon. Operating times for the ferry are dependant on a high tide. A small timetal
£1.20 is normally available from the Anchor pub in Rowhedge or the Rose & Crown
book also contains interesting short articles (often maritime related) as well as infof
communities it serves on the river.

Previously CRA News has featured a list of local marine VHF frequencies, including
harbour working channels and frequencies. As the readership of the newsletter has
then | will include this in next months newsletter. In the meantime if any reader wol
before then please drop me an email (details front page.) Many modern mobile Rigs
band on receive, mobile antennas desi
from the car, whilst many VHF handhelds also have marine bands on receive.
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CQ 10GHz !

was QRV over the wee
of 7/8th May for the RS
432MHz to 248GHz ¢
test from Walton. The

used was M1CRO/P; n
appropriate. Equipm
was put together for al
bands from 432MHz
24GHz which is the n
comprehensive set of
we have managed in r
years. Furthermore,

though there were s
mi nor operational | ssues, everyth
of scores have already been claimed on the Contest Committee web site.
are not in the top position on every band, we are hopeful that our overall j
a winner because we had so many bands running. Highlights included. (
9cm again after a break of several years. Working into OK on 70 and 23cr
gation conditions which were best described as lacklustre. Working PAG6
which is our first Dutch station

successfully supported the aerial and masthead transverter systems for
24GHz. Joe, GOJJG joined the grot
fellow!
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Our next outing at the Naze will be for the May 144MHz contest taklng
weekend of 21/22 May.,| , - v

likely that setp will beg
on Friday afternoon,
two aerial arrays will |
erected. This contest |
ploys a pesbde multiplig
and requires a careful
bination of DX contd
from the continent g
more emphasis than us e,
work G stations. Last 7 4
we were placed 2nd in=="4
results table. We manag m
winkle out103 pesbdes.
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