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CRA NEWS

THE MONTHLYNEWSLETTERORCOLCHESTERADIOAMATEURS
Thursday 15th July @ St Helena School 7.30pm.

Rally and Event Planning

From The Last Tir@W For Everyone by Jonathan GOD Next Meetings

Jonathan began his 'tall_< by _introducing Wh_at _CW re_lated act_iv' MG é%%ﬁé%eraﬂng
undertaken during his time in amateur radio, including learning the;g@@8o0l Field
himself, writing software to help improve his morse, assisting geagléawitth September
practice for many years both at the Ipswich Club monthly facéalk-I$&re Activations
meetings and-ain, conducting CW tests as a Suffolk country exarRiregvan 2E0WMG

from 1989 until they were abolished, and operating CW in both%%ﬁ—m;rn
and leading contest teams since then. 0

After outlining the benefits and reasons why CW can be useful ,nts 2010

Jonathan ran a quick counting game exercise with those presentSmnéamisth July

iarise everyone with the two morse characters, dot and dash as well aRate

3 morse sounds dit, dash and di (the latter sound occurs when the dot is

not at the end of a sequence). After some fun with that, the next%g%@%]%ﬂﬂ“
. .. . lve Parishes Show

was in receiving CW (just one letter repeatedly) to demonstrate wWhy 1t'1s

worth always writing down copied CW in lower case rather than $fap@by 16th &

case! (An E is the shortest character to send but the longest to Bitiieagavwih October

as a capital letter!). JOTA- Thorrington

International Morse Code

Essex CW ARC
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Next Jonathan ran quickly through some hints and tips when trying to

learn the code ... adding that these are captured at more length in an ad-
vice document he authored some years ago and which is now-33
the resources section of the Essex CW Club's website at ht L GOGGM
www.essexcw.org.uk/  which led nicely into some explanation ofWh@&t@aspects.net
the club is about and some encouragement to join. Continued on pag®@ 822547
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Jonathan then went on to demonstrate and explain some of the advantages of some har
sists for CW, the Bencher BY1 paddle and the K1EL Winkey USB box. Then after briefly
the GAFON CW tutor software and the AA9PW web based practice assistant, he describe
mer and how this technology has been built upon to create the Reverse Beacon project.
lows you to sent a CW CQ call or have a CW QSO on any amateur HF band and then get
speed report immediately from skimmer stations that hear you in every continent simply by
a website, ideal for assessing real propagation. More details at http://www.reversebe
main.php

Finally Jonathan described Morse Runner, a Windows program which simulates running a
a CW contest, along with varying speed replies, multiple stations at once, QRN, QRM, QS
operators. The idea is to log what you hear and attempt the highest score in a 10 minute
than ended the session by actually demonstrating the use of Morse Runner. It appears
some significant interest from a number of CRA members in learning Morse and Jonat
pressed a willingness to provide regular practieaibashval as face to face should the comn
tee decide that space can be found in the calendar for additional get togethers. Look out 1
on this in future newsletters.

CRA Wel comes New M60s afte

Listen out for two new call signs as two more foundation candidates have just ¢
passed through their foundation course and exam at St Helena School with CR

Initially we had three candidates, Tony, Steve and Tony but we were sorry to he,
of the Tonyodos fell I after compl e
attend the second session or sit the exam. Tony has been in touch and is than
mend so will pick up where he left off on the next course in November, see
page four. The other Tony pictured below is seen carrying out the antenna tuni
and is none other than the father of our very own Equipment Manager Jeff G7T

The first two sessions where we covered the practical activities we very rel
plenty of time on hand to answer questions as we went along.

There was plenty of help
dton hand from Club
|/members who gave up a
|| bit of their time to pro-
vide encouragement and
' pass on their knowledge
|and experiences.

| The picture on the next
page shows Tony and
- Steve...cont...
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holding their pass certificates after the exam
which they both passed with high marks. Thanks
as always to those that helped in any way with the
course, at various times the following were on
hand to assist one way or another, 2EO0XIS,
MOHKG, G7TAT, 2EOWMG, GODVJ, MOHDK,
and GOGGM.

As CRA gives free membership to those passing

through our foundation course we would like to

welcome Tony and Steve to the Club and hope to

see them at future meetings soon as well as hearing them on air....

This Months Meeting- Rally and Event Planning

The meeting this month will discuss and plan the remaining events in the CRA
endar, naturally a fair amount of time will be devoted to planning for the Rally
almost upon us. More helpers are needed for set up at the hall on Saturday 24
2EOGMM, G4S0B, G6X0OU and GOGGM having pledged support. On the de
Rally itself (Sunday 25th July) those who have volunteered include G8BUNZ, -
GOVNY, GOMBF, MOHKG, GOOSR, G4S0OB, MONRH, 2EORNS, G6X0U, 2EC
and GOGGM. If you do not see your call sign in the above lists but can help out
please come forward and attend the planning meeting if you can.

The Sunday after the Rally on 1st August is the Five Parishes Show at Fingring
which will also be discussed at the meeting. A small team will be in attendance
where we will be putting together a HF station and display to demonstrate ame
to the public using our club call G3CO/P. This is a great day out with many oth
tions and it is also an opportunity to see some great views of the Colne estuar
that in not normally accessible to the public. See page 4 for further details of w
on offer at the Show..

Plans for Jamboree On The Air (JOTA) are also beginning to take shape. This
on Saturday 16th and Sunday 17th October at the Scout Camp in Thorrington
overnight at the HQ will be Scouts who are to attend the World Scouting Jan
Sweden in 2011. Like amateur radio Scouting seeks to promote international g
the two go hand in hand. We hope to make contact with stations in Sweden al
Scouts visit there in 2011, so this will be an ideal opportunity for the Scouts to
few greetings in Swedish.

These events can only take place with the support of club members so if you ¢
in any way please try and attend the meeting and put your name forward. If y
able to attend the planning meeting but can help with any event please let a
member know that you are available....



